PROJECT PROFILE
ASSESSMENT AND CLOSURE OF UNCONTROLLED DUMP SITE
D’Appolonia provided environmental
services for a waste disposal site encompassing about two acres of land in
Allegheny County, Pennsylvania. This
site had been used for the disposal of a
mixture of industrial and municipal
solid waste by the owners of a nearby
landfill in the 1960s.

Typical wastes found at the site.

In 1983, the waste disposal site was
identified by the USEPA as an abandoned uncontrolled dump containing
municipal solid waste and possibly industrial waste. Chemical testing of the

main seep had historically detected the presence of several organic
compounds. In 1984,
diversion ditches were
constructed for the purpose of diverting surface
water away from the site
and to reduce seepage.
At the time the diversion
ditches were constructed
in 1984, the site area
was also graded and
vegetated in order to
minimize ponding of
surface water. In 1996,
the Pennsylvania of Environmental Protection
Removal of site waste for disposal at a nearby landfill.
(PADEP) requested that
additional studies for assessing the na- The extent and nature of the subsurface
ture and extent of contamination of the contamination was further evaluated in
1999 with a drilling and sampling prosite be performed.
gram. As a result of these studies, it
D’Appolonia was retained to conduct was determined that the waste and conthese assessment studies consisting of taminated soils at the site were not hazdrilling and sampling, geophysical ex- ardous and were suitable for disposal as
ploration, test pits, and a historical re- residual waste. The total volume of
view of past activities. The presence of waste and contaminated soil was estisubsurface contamination in excess of mated to be approximately 13,000 cuallowable Pennsylvania standards was bic yards.
confirmed by this study.
After PADEP approval of a Sampling
and Analysis Plan, D’Appolonia conducted a comprehensive program of 18
borings with associated chemical sampling and analyses. This effort provided
additional validation of the 1999 results
and effectively confirmed the suitability
of a remedial solution involving the
disposal of the contaminated soil and
waste as residual waste at a nearby
landfill.
D’Appolonia designed the removal operations, managed the bidding process,
and monitored the removal of the waste
to a nearby landfill under PADEP Act 2
protocols and managed subsequent land
reinstatement activities in 2005. A total
of 10,800 cubic yards of residual waste
(municipal/industrial waste and contaminated soil and mine spoil) were
disposed of at the landfill.

Drilling and sampling performed as part of the D’Appolonia field exploration program.

